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In this Sept. 16, 2015 file photo, West Salem police chief Charles Ashbeck flies his — new drone in West Salem, Wis. 


By MATT O'BRIEN 

AP Technology Writer 

More than a year after the U.S. In- 
terior Department grounded hun- 
dreds of Chinese-made drones 
it was using to track wildfires and 
monitor dams, volcanoes and 
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wildlife, it's starting to look like they 
won't be flying again any time 
soon — if ever. A measure moving 
through Congress would impose 
a five-year ban on U.S. govern- 
ment purchases of drones manu- 
factured or assembled in China. 
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It reflects bipartisan concerns that 
devices made by companies such 
as DJI, which is based in Shenzhen, 
China, could facilitate Chinese 
spying on critical infrastructure. 

But a ban could create prob- 
lems for government users, since 
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DJ| dominates the global market 
for the small, low-altitude drones 
used by hobbyists, photographers, 
and many businesses and govern- 
ments. 


Continued on Page 2 
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Gov't use of Chinese drones in limbo as Congress weighs ban 
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There aren't many afford- 
able and reliable alter- 
natives, said Carrick Det- 
weiler, the CEO of Drone 
Amplified, which provides 
fire suppression payloads to 
drones operated by Interior 
and the U.S. Forest Service. 
"Everyone | talk to in the fed- 
eral government is moving 
away from DJI whether or 
not these bills are passed," 
said Detweller, who Is also a 
computer science profes- 
sor at the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln. "Everyone 
wants d U.S. system to be 
there and to work, It's just 
that the U.S. drone industry 
was killed off by DJI a dec- 
ade ago. It's going to take 
three or four years before 
were at parity." 

The proposed ban was 
recently folded into the 
broader American Innova- 
tion and Competitiveness 
Act, which was nearing 
passage in the Senate be- 
fore it was abruptly post- 
poned Friday. While the 
ban wouldn't go into effect 
until 2023, many federal 
agencies have already 
imposed temporary restric- 
tions on the use of Chinese 
drones. Some have begun 
to phase them out entirely. 
But the ban could create 





other headaches. Because 
it would also ban federal 
funds from being used to 
buy or operate Chinese 
drones, it could hit police 
departments that rely on 
federal helo to field new 
equioment. The Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security 
started halting such grants 
for Chinese-made drones 
last year. The Interior De- 
partment said it flew more 
than 11,000 drone flights 
in 2019 before temporarily 
grounding its drones over 
cybersecurity concerns 
at the end of that year. Its 
drone program has been 
largely on hiatus since then, 
except for some emergen- 
cy flights that are granted 
a waiver. In March, it start- 
ed to make it easier to fly 
emergency missions — for 
wildland fire resoonse and 
search-and-rescue Op- 
erations. Inside the gov- 
ernment, the drone ban 
has met some resistance 
from officials eager to get 
their existing drone fleets 
back in the air for missions 
that don't require secrecy. 
some trade groups have 
argued that any drone re- 
strictions should be based 
on specific security stand- 
ards, not their country of 
origin. 

A summary of a recent 
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In a Thursday Sept. 28, 2017 file photo, a Maine State Police Unmanned aerial vehicle hovers outside Maine State Police headquarters at the Central Maine Commerce 


Pentagon report obtained 
by The Associated Press 
found "no malicious code 
or intent" in drone software 
made by DJI and used by 
the Interior Department. 
The report assessed sofft- 
ware used To operate 
DJI's "Government Edition’ 
drones and some fixes that 
were made fo address 
data leakage vulnerabili- 
ties found in earlier audits. 
That May 6 document also 
made a big endorsement. 
‘The DJI| Government Edi- 
tion versions that were 
tested, show no malicious 
code or intent and are rec- 
ommended for use by gov- 
ernment entities and forces 
working with US services," 
wrote the author, Adam 
Prater, a technology expert 
and second chief warrant 
officer with the U.S. Army 
Special Operations Com- 
mand. 

Prater declined to com- 
ment, saying he wasn't 
authorized to soeak to the 
media. The Interior De- 
partment also declined to 
comment. In a statement, 
DJI sookesperson Adam Lis- 
berg called the report sum- 
mary ‘the strongest con- 
firmation to date" of the 
safety and security of the 
company's drones. 

Outside experts, however, 





panned the Pentagon 
conclusions. "It's clear that 
this software was not de- 
signed for security aft all," 
said Steven Aftergood, di- 
rector of the Federation of 
American Scientists Project 
on Government Secrecy. 

Mike Monnik, an Australian 
expert, said there's a "dan- 
gerous' risk that outside 
agents could pull data off 
the drones given their many 
unfixed software Concerns. 
Monnik, the chief technol- 
ogy officer at DroneSec, a 
firm that researches drone 
cybersecurity — vulnerabili- 
ties, added that only cut- 
ting off the drones entirely 
from the internet could 
ensure the security of their 
data. National security 
concerns about DJI drones 
have lingered since at least 
2017, when a document 
from U.S. customs authori- 
ties alleged that the drones 
likely provided China with 
access to critical infrastruc- 
ture and law enforcement 
data. DJI has repeatedly 
denied the allegations, but 
political concerns about 
Chinese technology ac- 
celerated amid President 
Donald Trump's broader 
trade war against China. 

Last year, the Pentagon 
began promoting Amer- 
ican-made — and more 
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expensive — alternatives 
to DJl. The Defense De- 
partment in August gave 
a seal of approval to Calli- 
fornia drone-maker Skydio, 
French tech company Par- 
rot and three other firms to 
supply U.S.-manufactured 
drones to agencies across 
the federal government. 
But since then, the Penta- 
gon has acknowledged 
that many military-grade 
drones still present risks be- 
cause they rely on compo- 
nents made in China. In 
December, the Commerce 
Department placed DJI on 
a list of blacklisted Chinese 
firms subject to export re- 
strictions on national secu- 
rity grounds. 

DJ| has tried to counter 
such concerns, enabling 
an internet "kill switch" on 
more drones so that com- 
mercial and government 
users can halt data trans- 
mission on sensitive flying 
missions. Its products have 
been favored by many lo- 
cal and regional govern- 
ments in the U.S. for their 
orice and reliability, but a 
federal ban could dam- 
age its reputation among 
those buyers. 

Aftergood said he could 
see a case for DJI only in sit- 
uations where security isn't 
a top concern.) 
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Chauvin makes appearance on federal charges in Floyd’s death 


By AMY FORLITI 

Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 
former Minneapolis police 
officer convicted of murder 
in George Floyd's death 
made his initial appear- 
ance Tuesday in federal 
court to face charges al- 
leging he violated Floyd's 
civil rights by pinning the 
Black man to the pave- 
ment with his knee. 

Derek Chauvin, 45, wore an 
orange prison shirt when he 
appeared in federal court 
via videoconference from 
Minnesota's maximum- 
security prison in Oak Park 
Heights. He’s being held 
there as he awaits sen- 
tencing following his April 
conviction on murder and 
manslaughter charges. 
Chauvin, in his first public 
appearance since he was 
escorted out of a Minneso- 
ta courtroom following his 
conviction, was in a small 
room during the hearing, 
with a white brick wall be- 
hind him and a window in 
front of him. He wore a sur- 
gical mask at first but took 
it off when U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Becky Thorson said 
he could. He sat with his 
hands resting on a table in 
front of him and occasion- 
ally took notes. He leaned 
forward and _— squinted 
slightly, as if he was listen- 
ing intently to the judge's 
words, and leaned forward 





Chauvin, listens to verdicts at his trial for the 2020 death of George Floyd at the Hennepin County 


Courthouse in Minneapolis. 


even more when he spoke 
to answer the judge’s ques- 
tions. 

Chauvin stated his name 
and age, and said he 
Understood the charges 
against him and his rights. 
When asked if he knew he 
had a right to a detention 
hearing, he said: “| do now, 
Your Honor... Probably 
in light of my current cir- 
cumstances | believe that 
would be a moot point.” 
After a brief off-record dis- 
cussion with his attorney, 
Eric Nelson, he waived his 


right to a detention hear- 
ing, and Thorson ordered 
him into federal custody. 
The Minnesota Department 
of Corrections confirmed 
that he will be in federal 
custody but will stay in the 
state prison. 

The federal charges allege 
Chauvin violated Floyd's 
rights as he restrained him 
face-down while he was 
handcuffed and not resist- 
ing. Three other former of- 
ficers — J. Kueng, Thomas 
Lane and Tou Thao — face 
similar federal charges. 


Associated Press 


Chauvin is also charged 
in a separate indictment 
alleging he violated the 
rights of a 14-year-old boy 
in 2017. 

Floyd, 46, repeatedly said 
he couldn't breathe as 
Chauvin pinned him to 
the ground. Kueng and 
Lane helped restrain Floyd 
— Kueng knelt on Floyd's 
back and Lane held down 
Floyd’s legs. Thao held back 
bystanders and kept them 
from intervening during the 
9 1/2-minute restraint that 
was captured on bystand- 


er video and led to world- 
wide protests and calls for 
change in policing. 

While all four officers are 
charged broadly with de- 
oriving Floyd of his rights 
while acting under govern- 
ment authority, the counts 
that name Chauvin allege 
he violated Floyd’s right to 
be free from unreasonable 
seizure and from unreason- 
able force by a police of- 
ficer. They also allege he 
and the others deprived 
Floyd of liberty without due 
process when they failed to 
provide him with medical 
care. 

Nelson argued during 
Chauvin's murder trial that 
the officer acted reason- 
ably and Floyd died be- 
cause of underlying health 
issues and drug use. He has 
filed a request for a new tri- 
al. To bring federal charges 
in deaths involving police, 
prosecutors must believe 
an officer acted under the 
“color of law,” or govern- 
ment authority, and will- 
fully deprived someone's 
constitutional rights. That's 
a high legal standard. An 
accident, bad judgment or 
simple negligence on the 
officer’s part isn’t enough 
to support federal charges; 
orosecutors have to prove 
the officers knew what they 
were doing was wrong 
in that moment but did it 
anyway.) 





U.S. formally ends policy for asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration on 
Tuesday formally ended 
a Trump-era immigration 
policy that forced asylum- 
seekers to wait in Mexico 
for hearings in U.S. immigra- 
tion court. 

A seven-page memo by 
Homeland Security Secre- 
tary Alejandro Mayorkas 
marked the end of the “Mi- 
grant Protection Protocols,” 
which returned about 
70,000 asylum-seekers fo 
Mexico from January 2019 
until it was halted on Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's first day in 
office two years later. 

The announcement ap- 
peared to be a foregone 
conclusion after Biden 
promised as a candidate 
to end the policy, known in- 


formally as “Remain in Mex- 
ico,” but he left a window 
open by ordering a review 
before shutting If down per- 
manenitly. 

Mayorkas said keeping the 
policy intact or modifying 
it “would not be consistent 
with this Administration's vi- 
sion and values and would 
be a poor use of the De- 
oartment’s resources.” He 
said the costs would far 
outweigh any benefits. 

The policy coincided with 
a sharp decline of asylum- 
seekers at the border, but 
critics noted that people 
were hampered by violent 
conditions in Mexico, lack 
of access to lawyers and 
difficulty making If to court. 
Mayorkas acknowledged 
those concerns by noting 


the high rate of denied 
claims for failing to appear 
in court and the lack of 
housing, income and safe- 
ty in Mexico. 

Since Feb. 19, about 11,200 
people with active cases 
have been allowed to re- 
turn to the United States to 
wait for a ruling, a process 
that can take years in the 
backlogged court system. 
The administration has yet 
to say if tens of thousands 
more whose cases were eél- 
ther dismissed or denied will 
get another chance. 

The administration has 
largely kept in place pan- 
demic-related powers in- 
troduced by President Don- 
ald Trump in March 2020 to 
expel people to Mexico 
without an opportunity to 





Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas speaks 
about aviation security ahead of the summer travel season 
during a news conference at Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport, Tuesday, May 25, 2021, in Arlington, Va. 

Associated Press 


seek asylum, justified on 
grounds of protecting pub- 
lic health. 


Mayorkas acknowledged 


planning for those pan- 
demic-related powers to 
be lifted but was light on 
soecifics.L] 
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Report tells of sexual assault, racism at military institute 


By BEN FINLEY 

Associated Press 

The Virginia Military Institute 
has tolerated and failed to 
address institutional racism 
and sexism and must be 
held accountable for mak- 
ing changes, according to 
a state-sanctioned report 
released Tuesday. 

The 145-page report, put 
together by an indepen- 
dent law firm at the re- 
quest of the State Council 
of Higher Education for 
Virginia, states that "racial 
slurs and jokes are not un- 
common" and "contribute 
to an atmosphere of hostil- 
ity toward minorities." 

The report also said that 
sexual assault is preva- 
lent yet inadequately ad- 
dressed at the nation's old- 
est state-suoported military 
college. A survey found 
that 14% of female cadets 
reported being sexually as- 
saulted, while 63% said that 
a fellow cadet had told 
them that he or she was a 
victim of sexual assault. 

A racial disparity also exists 
among cadets who have 
been dismissed by the 
school’s student-run honor 
court, the report stated. 
Cadets of color represent 
23% of the coros but make 
Up 41% of those dismissed 
since 2011. 

"The racist and misogynistic 
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Virginia Military Institute class of 2021 watch during a change of command parade and ceremo- 
ny on the parade grounds at the school in Lexington, Va., in this Friday, May 14, 2021, file photo. 
Associated Press 


acts and outcomes UNncov- 
ered during this investiga- 
tion are disturbing," the re- 
port states. “Although VMI 
has no explicitly racist or 
sexist policies that it enforc- 
es, the facts reflect an over- 
all racist and sexist culture." 
The report notes that VMI 
has begun to make chang- 
es. But if also says that VMI 
"will likely follow through on 
its promised reforms only if it 
is forced to do so." 

The report follows a 
monthslong probe ordered 
by Democratic Gov. Ralph 


Northam and other state 
officials after The Wash- 
ington Post reported that 
Black cadets and alumni 
faced "relentless racism." 

The Post's October story de- 
scribed threats of lynching 
as well as a white professor 
reminiscing in class about 
her father's Ku Klux Klan 
membership. The newspa- 
per cited interviews with 
more than a dozen current 
and former students of col- 
or at the prestigious school. 
Independent law _ firm 
Barnes & Thornburg con- 


ducted the _ investigation. 
An interim report released 
in. March documented 
resoonses from students, 
faculty and alumni about 
witnessing or experiencing 
racism and sexism. 

VMI's first Black superinten- 
dent, retired U.S. Army Maj. 
Gen. Cedric T. Wins, said in 
a statement that the school 
has no place for racism 
and sexism. He said there Is 
“always room for improve- 
ment and has developed 
an action plan following 
"deep dives" into VMI's poli- 
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cies. Wins said that the re- 
port's recommendations 
will be “evaluated through 
the lens of the VMI mission 
and our unique method of 
education, and, where ap- 
propriate, be integrated." 
"VMI has a long history of 
improvement. Now is no 
different,’ Wins said. "The 
Institute will move forward 
and will be better because 
of this chapter in our his- 
Tory.: 

VMI was founded in 18339 in 
Lexington, a historic town in 
western Virginia's Shenan- 
doah Valley. The school ed- 
ucated Generals George 
Patton and George Mar- 
shall. But it's also indelibly 
tied to the nation's history 
of racism and sexism. 

A prominent statue of Con- 
federate Gen. Stonewall 
Jackson, who taught at the 
school, wasnt taken down 
until December. VMI didn't 
accept African Americans 
until 1968 or accept wom- 
en until after a 1996 U.S. Su- 
preme Court ruling. 

IN anticipation of the re- 
port's release, VMI released 
a statement acknowledg- 
ing incidents of racism and 
said that the school "“can- 
not fulfill its mission of pro- 
ducing educated and hon- 
orable men and women if it 
allows racism or bias to go 
unchecked." |) 


Chicago police encouraged by drop in homicides in May 
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Chicago police investigate in the 700 block of North Spauld- 
ing Avenue, where a 40-year-old man was shot multiple times 
while he was riding in a car on the West Side on Memorial Day, 
Monday night, May 31, 2021, in Chicago. 


By DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) 


Chi- 
cago saw a drop in the 
number of homicides in 


Associated Press 


May compared with the 
same month last year and 
it ended with fewer killings 
than any Memorial Day 
weekend in a decade, the 


police superintendent said 
Tuesday. 

And while there have been 
more homicides so far this 
year 2092 compared 
with 240 for the same five- 
month period last year — 
May ended with 65 homi- 
cides compared with 84 
during the same month in 
2070: 

Police disoatched more 
officers to the street for the 
holiday weekend, when 
gun crime typically spikes, 
and the department re- 
ported 32 people were 
shot, including four fatally. 
Last year, 49 people were 
shot, 10 of whom died. 
Superintendent David 
Brown said the holiday 
weekend's drop in homi- 
cides came after Mayor 


Lori Lightfoot announced 
a new strategy in which 
police, educators, library 
workers and others would 
be disoatched to 15 po- 
lice beats on the West and 
South sides, where much 
of the city's violent crime 
OCCUIS: 

‘Thats a new approach 
.. that includes many de- 
partments out in the field 
during the hours where vi- 
olence is peaking," Brown 
sald. 

He also said that Violence 
Interrupters, a Community 
group made up of former 
gang members and oth- 
ers, played a major role in 
reducing gun violence — 
something they couldn't 
do as effectively last year 
because the coronavi- 


rus pandemic prevented 
many of them from going 
out on the streets. 

"Now they are back (and) 
they have stepped into 
tne gap, and are out there 
until 2, 3, 4 in the morning," 
he said. 

After 2020, when the num- 
ber of homicides and 
shootings spiked dramati- 
cally from the previous 
year, it seemed earlier this 
year that 2021 was going 
to be even deadlier. But 
Brown said he was encour- 
aged by the trend in the 
latest statistics released by 
the department. 

"It's had a significant im- 
oact early on," Brown said. 
"This approach is a great 
launch for the rest of the 
summer.’ 
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Vatican law criminalizes abuse of 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis has changed Cath- 
olic Church law to explic- 
itly criminalize the sexual 
abuse of adults by priests 
who abuse their authority 
and to say that laypeople 
who hold church office 
also can be sanctioned for 
similar sex crimes. 

The new provisions, re- 
leased Tuesday after 14 
years of study, were con- 
tained in the revised crimi- 
nal law section of the Vati- 
can’'s Code of Canon Law, 
the in-house legal system 
that covers the 1.3 billion- 
member Catholic Church 
and operates indepen- 
dently from civil laws. 

The most significant chang- 
es are contained in two ar- 
ticles, 13895 and 1398, which 
aim to address shortcom- 
ings in the church's han- 
dling of sexual abuse. The 
law recognizes that adults, 
not only children, can be 
victimized by priests who 
abuse their authority. The 
revisions also say that lay- 
people holding church po- 
sitions, such as school prin- 
cipals or parish economists, 
can be punished for abus- 
iINg minors as well as adults. 
The Vatican also criminal- 
ized priests “grooming” mi- 
nors or vulnerable adults to 
compel them to engage in 
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Mons. Filippo lannone, right, and Mons. Juan Ignacio Arrieta Ochoa de Chinchetru hold a press 
conference fo illustrate changes in the Church’s Canon law, at the Vatican, Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 
Associated Press 


pornography. The update 
represents the first time 
church law has. officially 
recognized as a criminal 
act the method used by 
sexual predators to build 
relationships with victims 
they have targeted for sex- 
val exploitation. 

The new law, which is set to 
take effect on Dec. 8, also 
removes much of the dis- 
cretion that long allowed 
bishops and religious supe- 
riors tO ignore or Cover Up 
abuse, making clear those 
IN positions of authority will 
be held responsible if they 
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fail fo properly investigate 
orsanction predator priests. 
A bishop can be removed 
from office for “culpable 
negligence” or if he does 
not report sex crimes to 
church  aquthorities, = al- 
though the canon law fore- 
sees NO punishment for fail- 
ing to to report suspected 
crimes to police. 

Ever since the 1983 code 
first was issued, lawyers and 
bishops have complained 
it was Inadequate for deal- 
ing with the sexual abuse 
of minors since it required 
time-consuming trials. Vic- 


U.S., Japan reaffirm alliance amid 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 


TOKYO (AP) — The new 
head of the U.S. Indo-Pa- 


cific Command held talks 
with top Japanese officials 
on Tuesday and reaffirmed 


their alliance amid Chi- 


na’s increasingly assertive 
claims to contested areas 
in the region, officials said. 
Adm. John Aquilino, who 
assumed the post in April, 
and Japanese Foreign 
Minister = Toshimitsu 
tegi shared their concern 
about China's “continuous 
and 
to unilaterally change the 
status quo in the East and 


South China Seas,” the For- 
eign Ministry said in a state- 


ment. 


‘Under the current circum- 


Mo- 


intensified attempt 


stances, the importance of 
the alliance is greater than 


in his opening remarks. 
The two sides also reaf- 


ever,” Motegi told Aquilio firmed the importance of 





Admiral John C. Aquilino, left, Commander of the United States 
Indo-Pacific Command, is welcomed by Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga at the start of their meeting at the prime 
minister's official residence in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, June 1, 


2021. 


Associated Press 





tims and their advocates, 
meanwhile, argued the 
code left too much discre- 
tion in the hands of bishops 
who had an interest in cov- 
ering up for their priests. 

The Vatican issued piece- 
meal changes over the 
years to address problems 
and loopholes, most signifi- 
cantly requiring all cases to 
be sent to the Holy See for 
review and allowing for a 
more streamlined adminis- 
trative process to defrock 
a priest if the evidence 
against him was over- 
whelming.More recenily, 


Francis passed new laws 
to punish bishops and reli- 
gious superiors who failed 
to protect their flocks. The 
new criminal code incor- 
porates those changes 
and goes beyond them, 
while also recognizing ac- 
cused priests are presumed 
innocent until proven oth- 
erwise. 

The Vatican has long con- 
sidered any sexual relations 
between a priest and an 
adult as sinful but consen- 
sual, believing that adults 
are able to offer or refuse 
consent purely by the na- 
ture of their age. But amid 
the #Meloo movement 
and scandals of seminar- 
ians and nuns being sexu- 
ally abused by their superi- 
ors, the Vatican has come 
to realize that adults can 
be victimized, if there is a 
power imbalance in the re- 
lationship. 

That dynamic was most 
clearly recognized in the 
scandal over  ex-Cardi- 
nal Theodore McCarrick, 
the former archbishop of 
Washington. Even though 
the Vatican knew for years 
he sleot with his seminar- 
lians, McCarrick was only 
put on trial after someone 
came forward saying Mc- 
Carrick had abused him 
as a youth. Francis eventu- 
ally defrocked McCarrick in 
2019.1) 


China territorial claims 


peace and stability in the 
Indo-Pacific region and 
agreed to further strength- 
en their joint resoonse ca- 
pability and deterrence to 
achieve a “free and open 
Indo-Pacific.” 

Japan and the U.S. have 
been promoting the goal 
of a free and open Indo- 
Pacific, a defense and 
economic framework, in a 
group known as the Quad, 
which also includes Austra- 
lia and India, that is seen as 
a move to counter China’s 
increasing influence in the 
region. China has criticized 
the group as an exclusion- 
ist bloc based on a Cold 
War-era mindset. 

Japan is looking to bol- 
ster its military capabilities 
amid a deepening territori- 


al row with China in region- 
al seas. It is increasingly 
concerned about Chinese 
activity in and around 
Japanese-claimed waters 
surrounding the Japanese- 
controlled Senkaku islands, 
which China also claims 
and calls Diaoyu. 

Japan’s postwar constitu- 
tion has limited the use of 
force to self defense, but 
the country has in recent 
years expanded its military 
role, capability and bud- 
get. Aquilino also held simi- 
lar talks with Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga, Defense 
Minister Nobuo Kishi and 
top Japanese military of- 
ficials and discussed North 
Korea's nuclear and missile 
programs. the Foreign Min- 
istry said.) 
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World Bank: Lebanon's crisis among world's worst since 1850s 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's se- 
vere economic and finan- 
cial crisis is likely to rank as 
one of the worst the world 
has seen in more than 150 
years, the World Bank said 
in a report released Tues- 
day. 

The World Bank said that 
since late 2019, Lebanon 
has been facing com- 
pounded challenges, in- 
cluding its largest peace- 
time economic and finan- 
cial crisis, the spread of 
coronavirus and a massive 
blast at Beirut's port last 
year that is considered as 
one of the largest non-nu- 
clear explosions in history. 
The crisis has worsened 
in recent months amid a 
paralyzing power struggle 
between the president and 
prime = minister-designate 
that has delayed the for- 
mation of a new govern- 
ment, The Cabinet of out- 
going Prime Minister Hassan 
Diab resigned days after 
the Aug. 4 blast, and the 
country has been without 
a fully functioning govern- 
ment since. The explosion in 
the Port of Beirut killed 211 
people, wounded more 
than 6,000 and damaged 
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In this Monday, March 22, 2021, file photo, a man rides his bicycle past garbage containers set on 
fire by protesters blocking a main road in front the Lebanese Central Bank building, background, 


in Beirut, Lebanon. 


entire neighborhoods. 

In the face of these colos- 
sal challenges, continuous 
policy inaction and the ab- 
sence of a fully functioning 
government threaten al- 
ready dire socio-economic 
conditions and a_ fragile 
social peace with no clear 
turning point in the horizon, 


the World Bank report said. 
"The economic and finan- 
cial crisis is likely to rank in 
the top 10, possibly top 3, 
most severe crises episodes 
globally since the mid-nine- 
teenth century," it added. 

The report said the coun- 
try's gross domestic prod- 
uct Is projected to contract 


Associated Press 


9.5% in 2021, after shrinking 
by 20.3% in 2020 and 6.7% 
the year before. Lebanon's 
gross domestic product 
plummeted from close to 
$55 billion in 2018 to an es- 
timated $33 billion in 2020, 
while GDP per capita fell 
by around 40% in dollar 
terms, the report said. 
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"Such a brutal contraction 
is Usually associated with 
conflicts or wars," the World 
Bank said. 

The report was released 
two days before the World 
Bank's vice president for the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca, Ferid Belhaj, and Merza 
Hussain Hasan, its execu- 
tive director, were set to 
arrive in Lebanon to meet 
with Lebanese — officials 
and urge them to address 
the crisis “with urgency," a 
World Bank spokeswoman 
sald. 

For decades, Lebanon has 
been dominated by the 
same political elites, many 
of them former warlords 
and militia commanders 
from the civil war. Corrup- 
tion has been widespread 
over the past decades, 
brining the tiny country to 
near bankruptcy. 

IN March 2020, Lebanon 
defaulted on paying back 
its debt for the first time in 
its history as the local cur- 
rency lost more than 85% 
of its value. Tens of thou- 
sands have lost their jobs 
while many others left the 
country seeking Opportuni- 
ties abroad. Nearly half the 
country's 5 million people 
live in poverty. L) 
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks fo the Israeli 
Parliament in Jerusalem, Sunday, May 30, 2021. 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu said Tues- 
day he's prepared to risk 
tension with the U.S. if that 
is what it takes to neutralize 
lran's nuclear capabilities. 
The embattled premier, 
whose political future is in 
question just 11 days out 
from a bruising war, said 
Israel's biggest threat re- 


Associated Press 


mains the possibility of a 
nuclear-armed_ lran. He 
said Israel is prepared to 
orevent that from happen- 
ing even if the United States 
and other nations succeed 
in reinstating the 2015 Iran 
nuclear accord. 

If we have to choose, | 
hope it doesn't happen, 
between friction with our 
great friend the United 
States and eliminating the 


Netanyahu: Israel would risk 
‘friction’ with U.S. over Iran 


existential threat — elimi- 
nating the existential threat" 
wins, Netanyahu said. 

He spoke at a ceremony 
for David Barnea, the new 
chief of Israel's Mossad spy 
agency. lran has accused 
Israel of being behind a 
number of attacks killing 
lranian nuclear scientists or 
sabotaging Iranian nuclear 
facilities. 

More talks on the subject 
were expected this week 
when Israeli Defense Min- 
ister Benny Gantz travels 
to Washington. He's slated 
to meet with U.S. Defense 
Secretary Lloyd J. Austin 
and U.S. National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan about 
lran and stability in the re- 
gion. 

Netanyahu's comments 
come amid ongoing talks 
in Vienna between nations 
seeking fo update and 


reinstate the 2015 agree- 
ment, in line with President 
Joe Biden's campaign 
promise. His predecessor, 
Republican President Don- 
ald Trump, pulled the U.S. 
out of the accord in 2018 
and imposed sanctions on 
the Islamic Republic. 

The deal places curbs on 
lranian nuclear activities 
in exchange for relief from 
crippling economic sanc- 
tions. 

Netanyahu staunchly op- 
poses the agreement, ar- 
guing that it does not have 
enough safeguards to pre- 
vent Iran from developing 
nuclear weapons. 

Israel also says the deal 
must address lran's support 
for militant groups, its mili- 
tary actions across the re- 
gion and its develooment 
of long-range missiles ca- 
pable of striking Israel. 


lran says ifs nuclear pro- 
gram is for peaceful pur- 
poses only and says the 
nuclear deal should be 
reinstated without any 
changes. 

Netanyahu spoke about 
lran on Tuesday as his rivals 
in the Knesset huddled to 
try to form a coalition gov- 
ernment that would end 
Netanyahu's 12-year rule. 
The develooments come 
amid a fragile truce be- 
tween Israel and Hamas' 
militant rulers in the Gaza 
Strip after a brutal 11-day 
war that killed more than 
250 people, most of them 
Palestinian. 

Hamas, which opposes Is- 
rael's right to exist and is 
considered a terrorist group 
by Israel, the U.S. and other 
Western countries, receives 
millions of dollars of military 
aid from Iran each year.L) 
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By FERNANDO CRISPIM and 
DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

MANAUS, Brazil (AP) — Riv- 
ers around the biggest city 
in Brazil's Amazon rainforest 
have swelled to levels un- 
seen in over a century of 
record-keeping, according 
to data published Tuesday 
by Manaus' port authorities, 
straining a society that has 
grown weary of increasing- 
ly frequent flooding. 

The Rio Negro was at its 
highest level since records 
began in 1902, with a 
depth of 29.98 meters (98 
feet) at the port's measur- 
ing station. The nearby So- 
limoes and Amazon rivers 
were also nearing all-time 
highs, flooding streets and 
houses in dozens of munici- 
palities and affecting some 
450,000 people in the re- 


gion. 
Higher-than-usual precipi- 
tation Is associated with 


the La Nina phenomenon, 
when currents in the central 
and eastern Pacific Ocean 
affect global climate pat- 
terns. Environmental  ex- 
perts and organizations 
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In Brazil's Amazon, rivers rise to record levels 





A street vendor pushes his mobile stall through a street flooded by the Negro River, in downtown 
Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 


including the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration say there is strong 
evidence that human ac- 
tivity and global warming 


are altering the frequency 
and intensity of extreme 
weather events, including 
La Nina. 

Seven of the 10 biggest 
floods in the Amazon basin 
have occurred in the past 


Associated Press 


13 years, data from Brazil's 
state-owned Geological 
Survey shows. 

If we continue to destroy 
the Amazon the way we 
do, the climatic anoma- 
lies will become more and 


more accentuated," said 
Virgilio Viana, director of 
the Sustainable Amazon 
Foundation, a nonprofit. " 
Greater floods on the one 
hand, greater droughts on 
the other." 

Large swaths of Brazil are 
currently drying up in a se- 
vere drought, with a pos- 
sible shortfall in power gen- 
eration from the nation's 
hydroelectric plants and 
increased electricity pric- 
es, government authorities 
have warned. 

But in Manaus, 66-year- 
old Julia Simas has water 
ankle-deep in her home. 
Simas has lived in the work- 
ing-class neighborhood of 
Sao Jorge since 1974 and 
is used to seeing the river 
rise and fall with the sea- 
sons. Simas likes her neigh- 
borhood because it is safe 
and clean. But the quick- 
ening pace of the floods 
in the last decade has her 
worrled. 

"From 1974 until recently, 
many years passed and we 
wouldnt see any water. It 
was a normal place," she 
said. _) 


18th century graveyard found at former Caribbean plantation 


An 


18th century burial 


slaved Africans were ex- 


ground has been discov- 
ered at a former sugar 
plantation on the Dutch 
Caribbean island of St. 
Eustatius, officials said 
Monday, and archaeolo- 
gists said it likely contains 
the remains of slaves and 
could provide a trove of 
information on the lives as 
enslaved people. 
Government officials said 
48 skeletons had been 
found at the site so far, 
most of them males, but 
also some females and in- 
fants. 

Alexandre Hinton, the di- 
rector of the St. Eustatius 
Center for Archaeological 
Research, said many more 
remains were expected 
to lie in the graves at the 
former Golden Rock Plan- 
tation. 

"We are predicting that 
the number of individu- 
als buried here will surpass 
the burial site discovered 
at Newton Plantation on 
Barbados, where 104 en- 


cavated. This is one of the 
largest sites of its kind ever 
discovered in the Carib- 
bean," she said. 
Authorities said the site 
was found while arche- 
ologists checked an area 
needed for expansion of 
an airport. 

"We knew the potential for 
archaeological discover- 
ies in this area was high, 
but this cemetery exceeds 
all expectations,” Hinton 
sald. 

Given the location near 
the former plantation, Hin- 
ton said the graves most 
likely contain the remains 
of enslaved peoole. 

"Initial analysis indicates 
that these are people of 
African descent,” she said. 
'To date, we have found 
two individuals with dental 
modification that is a West 
African custom. Typically 
plantation owners did not 
allow enslaved persons 
to do this. These individu- 
als are thus most likely first 


generation enslaved peo- 
ple who were shipped to 
Si EUSIGIUS. 

The majority of the buri- 
als contain remnants of 
coffins, coffin nails and 
objects that were buried 
with the deceased, such 
as several intact tobacco 
pipes, beads and ceramic 
plates. A coin from 1737 
depicting King George Il 
of England was found rest- 
InNGron a connec 

Experts at several universi- 
ties around the world will 
analyze the remains to 
learn more about the lives 
of the buried individuals. 
Hinton said Leiden Univer- 
sity in the Netherlands will 
conduct "stable isotooe 
analysis" to determine the 
peoples’ diets as well as 
whether they were born 
on the tsland. Harvard will 
do DNA analysis to find 
where the people came 
from, and England's Nor- 
thumbria University will do 
orotein studies to discover 
what diseases they might 


, 


have suffered. 

One of the most important 
outcomes of the research 
will be a more thorough 
understanding of the lives 
of slaves in the Caribbe- 
an. Most of what is known 
about their lives comes 
from the writings of people 
IN power, such as colonial 
administrators and planta- 
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An archaeologist shows a coin found on top of the remains 
of an enslaved man, dated 1737, at the former Golden Rock 
plantation west of the international Airport in Oranjestad, on 


the Dutch Caribbean island of St. Eustatius, on the Leeward 
Islands, Thursday, May 27, 2021. 


Associated Press 


tion owners, sources that 
can be biased or incom- 
plete. 

St. Eustatius, which lies in 
northeastern part of the 
Caribbean, was colonized 
by the Dutch in 1636 and 
became an_ important 
transit port for the regional 
trade in sugar and slaves 
from West Africa.) 
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COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! 
Antigen Test: $50 
PCR Test also available | 
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Locations: The Gite Mall (8:00 AM-10:00 PM) Medcare near estar by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 
Budget Car Rental near Soprano's Piano Bar (5:00 PM - 9:00 PM) 


KLM Aruba Marathon Covid-19 proof approved race 


ORANJESTAD - The KLM Aruba 
Marathon has been given green 
light by the Aruban authorities for a 
Covid-19 proof approved race on 
June 5th and June 6th 2021. Partici- 
pants need Proof of a negative test 
or complete vaccination. 


Here are the guidelines for the race 
How fo collect your start number 
and enter the race: 

Wearing a face mask is mandatory 
and only participants allowed, no 
friends and family 

You present evidence of your CO- 
VID-19 vaccination (with proof of 
full vaccination dated at least one 
week prior to the event = second 
shot one week before race date 
OR, you present a negative PCR 
COVID-19 test dated 72 hours be- 
fore the even OR as third option 
we offer a free PCR fest. If the re- 
sult, in 15 minutes, is negative, you 
will be given access fo the race, if 
the result is positive, the Covid-19 
rules of Aruba will come into effect. 


On top of the above procedure a 
running protocol is in effect: 
To avoid crowds: 
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5km race is rescheduled to Sat- 
urday June Sth, 2021 

¢ 10km, Half and Full Marathon 
stay on Sunday June 6th 

e Race packet pick-up period 
extended 

e Social distance always! 

¢ Face mask and start number 
mandatory in start area 

e Face mask mandatory during 
race packet pick up 

e You can only pick Up your own 
start number 

e Pasta party will be pasta diner 

e No public 

e No After party or celebration 
oarty 


To avoid crowds the Race Packet 
period pickup extended: 
International Particioants, who are 
fully vaccinated or have an accu- 
rate PCR test, negative result. 
Thursday June 3rd and Friday June 
Ath from 08:00 am- 06:00 pm and 
Saturday June 5th from 08:00 am - 
12:30 om. Late arrivals on appoint- 
ment. 

Location: Parking Hilton Aruba Ca- 
ribbean Resort, only entrance via 


the service road in between Hilton 


and Barcelo 


Aruba residents Fully Vaccinated 
(second shot one week before 
the race) or with an accurate PCR 
test/ negative result) 

Wheng Only on Thursday June 3rd 
and Friday June 4th, 08:00 am - 
06:00 pm 

Location: Parking Hilton Aruba Ca- 
ribbean Resort, only entrance via 
the service road in between Hilton 
and Barcelo 


Aruban residents, 18 years and 
older, who are not Fully Vaccinat- 
ed (second shot one week before 
the Race) we offer a FREE fast Co- 
vid-19 Test 

After a negative result, we hand 
you the start number, T-shirt and 
additional orders. 


No Public allowed 

Public is not allowed at the start 
and finish. It is not allowed to wait 
for each other at the finish. Meet 
afterwards at home, at your ho- 
tel, at your car- anywhere, but 
not near the start and finish area! 
Avoid crowd at all times. Via our 
KLM Aruba Marathon App, avail- 
able in the app store and google 
play you can follow family and 
friends online. Friends and family 
can follow the participants via the 
KLM Aruba Marathon App. Winners 
can pick up their awar 

NEW Start times 

In the past all distances started on 
the same day and all participants 
would finish approximately at the 
same time. This Covid-19 Proof Ap- 
proved Race Is divided over 2 days 
and because of the different start- 
ing times runners will not finish at 
the same time. 


NEW! Saturday June 5th 
5km Runners: 
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Start 5:00 om (Est. Finish time 5: 30 
pm) 

5km WalkersStart 6:00 pm (Est. Fin- 
ish time 7:00 pm) 


Sunday June 6th 

Full Marathon 

Start 3:30 am (Est. Finish time 7:30 
am max 9:30 am) 

Time cut off: runners have six hours 
to complete the course 


Half Marathon 
Start 4:30 am (Est. Finish time 6:30 
am) 


10km Runners: 

Start 5:45 am (Est. Finish time 6:45 
am) 

10km Walkers: 

Start 6:15 am (Est. Finish time 8:15 
am) 


We are very grateful to Directie 
Volksgezondheid Aruba, Bureau 
Rampenbestrijding, Koros Politie 
Aruba, Instituto Biba Saludabel y 
Activo, for their time, ooe€n minded 
approach, inout and approval. On 
the website www.klmarubamara- 
thon.com you can find all infor- 
mation (even a traffic plan how to 
reach the Hotels during the race) 
Looking forwards to a Legendary 
race!_} 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 
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An Annual LGBT Pride Celebration 


ORANJESTAD -_ Every year, during the 
month of June, the LGBT community cel- 
ebrates in a number of different ways. 
Across the globe, various events are held 
during this special month as a way of rec- 
ognizing the influence LGBT people have 
had around the world. Why was June cho- 
sen? Because it is when the Stonewall Riots 
took place, way back in 1969. 


As well as being a month long celebra- 
tion, Pride month is also an opportunity 
to peacefully protest and raise political 
awareness of current issues facing the 
community. Parades are a prominent fea- 
ture of Pride month, and there are many 
street parties, community events, poetry 
readings, public speaking, street festivals 
and educational sessions all of which are 
covered by mainstream media and at- 
tracting millions of participants. 

The New York Pride Parade is one of the 
largest and most wellknown parades to 
take place, with an estimated 500,000 
people participating in it by the time it had 
reached its 25th anniversary. 


Pride Month is so important because it 
marks the start of huge change within the 
LGBI+ community, as well as the wider so- 
cietal implications. Although attitudes and 
injustice still remain, we have come a long 
way since the riots of 1969 and by con- 
tinuing in this long standing tradition we 
continue to raise awareness, improve the 
attitudes of society and encourage inclu- 
siveness. #Pride2020 


What were the Stonewall Riots? 

The riots were prompted by a raid that 
took place during the early morning, at 
the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, 
Manhattan. The LGBT community held a 
series of soontaneous, offen violent dem- 
onstrations to protest against the raid and 
calling for the establishment of places that 
gays and lesbians could go and be open 
about their sexual orientation. In such 
places there should be no fears of being 
arrested. The riots served as a catalyst for 
the rights of LGBT people, and within 6 
months, 2 gay activist groups had formed 
in New York. Over the years since the 


event, many gay rights organisations have 
been formed. Not just in the US but around 
the world. 


What is LGBT or Gay Pride? 

It is a movement that celebrates sexual di- 
versity. For lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans- 
gender (LGBT) people it is a way of pro- 
testing about discrimination and violence. 
It promotes their dignity, equal rights, self- 
affirmation and is a way of increasing so- 
ciety’s awareness of the Issues they face. 


Who Started the June Celebration? 

Known as the “Mother of Pride”, if was 
Brenda Howard who coordinated the first 
LGBT Pride march. As well as sparking the 
idea for a week of events around Pride 
Day. These events then developed into 
the annual LGBT celebrations held every 
June. 


LGBT Community Aruba 

Equality is a human right and on Aruba we 
are open to this right. Everyone deserves 
to be treated equally. Currently same-sex 
couples marriage is not allowed. Couples 
who want to get married can do this in 
Holland, Saba and Bonaire and after- 
wards can register their marriage in Aruba. 
However the registration does not give the 
couple the same right as a opposite-sex 
couple. Legislation of this right is still in dis- 
cussion. The Aruban Government initially 
did not recognize these marriages, but 
was challenged by a lesbian couple who 
had legally married in the Netherlands 
and then moved fo the island. The case 
went to the Dutch Supreme Court, which 
ruled on 13 April 2007 that the Kingdom's 
constituent countries must recognize all of 
each other's marriages. Same-sex couples 
cannot legally marry on the island itself. 
Aruba is frequently referred to as one of 
the Caribbean's most LGBIT-friendly islands, 
with various venues, hotels and restaurants 
catering to LGBT clientele or otherwise ad- 
vertising as "LGBI-friendly". Several specific 
gay bars and clubs have opened in the 
capital city of Oranjestad. According to 
local LGBT group AFLA, “Aruba has always 
been accepting, as long as it's not in their 
face. People are out, but discreetly out. 
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THE SHOPS 
Al ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 
Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seatood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 
Coming Soon: Shalom Hair & Naits Bor 











There has never been any- 
thing official. There are nu- 
merous LGBT associations 
in Aruba, including Equality 


Aruba (Igualdad Aruba), 
Equal Rights Aruba and AI- 
ternative Lifestyle Federa- 
tion Aruba (AFLA).) 
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Foundation National Park Aruba’s off-road ban based on 
environmental impact report 


SANTA CRUZ - Fundacion 
Parke Nacional Aruba 
(FPNA) executes her re- 
sponsibilities as a nature 
conservation organization. 
In doing so, high-impact 
activities in FPNA manage- 
ment areas -_ including 
Parke Nacional Arikok - 
are monitored and regulat- 
ed. FPNA introduced their 
new policy with regards to 
ATV's, UTV’s and SUV's. They 
ban ATV’s which came into 
effect June Ist, 2020 and 
restricted the number of 
UTV’s and SUV’s as of June 
Ist, and ban UTV’s as of Oc- 
tober 31st, 2020. 


Where necessary — and in 
accordance with national 
legislation and FPNA’s ar- 
ticles of association — man- 
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agement 
actions are taken to safe- 
guard the nature under the 


MEASUres 


organization's protection 
and care. Monitoring and 
surveying high impact ac- 
tivities is a necessary man- 
agement policy. Hence 








in 2019 and 2020, FPNA 
surveyed the impact of 
off-road driving (ORD) in 
Parke Nacional Arikok. In 
2019 the entrance of Shete 
was closed to reduce the 
impacted area, with Con- 
chi remaining accessible 


via the main entrance at 
San Fuego. Furthermore, 
surveys carried out in 2019 
and 2020 illustrate the con- 
tinuing social and ecologi- 
cal environmental dam- 
age being caused by ORD. 
The impacts recorded from 
2018 to 2020 were: — Dust 
Impact on vegetation - 
Sedimentation in rooi sys- 
tems — Terrigenous sedi- 
mentation in the adjacent 
Marine Protected Area 
(MPA Arikok) — Unauthor- 
iZed Road Creation and 
Road Widening — Covid-19 
park closure’s positive im- 
pact on Flora and Fauna 
of Parke Nacional Arikok — 
Presence Protected Fauna 
& Protected Fauna Road- 
kill - ORD engine oil spill 
in Parke Nacional —- ORD 
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accidents in Parke Nacio- 
nal Arikok Based on these 
preliminary findings, further 
research is being carried 
out for other environmental 
impacts, and adhering to 
the precautionary — princi- 
ple, FRNA has developed a 
new policy for ORD in Parke 
Nacional Arikok in order to 
mitigate the high impact 
of ORD. This new policy 
has been in effect since 
June O01, 2020 and can be 
found on the FPNA website 
— www.arubanationalpark. 
org — under the title ‘Policy 
Document. 

Managing Nature Conser- 
vation and High Impact 
Motorized Traffic’ (FPNA, 
May 2020). Source: https:// 
www.arubanationalpark. 
org/.) 





The Freewinds Volunteer Ministers Reached a Milestone: 
Twenty Million Square Feet Sanitized Throughout the Entire Island 
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ORANJESTAD -_ For over 
a year now, the Freewinds 
Volunteer Ministers have 
been sanitizing thousands 
of places from one end of 
Aruba to the other. These 
include schools, churches, 


essential stores, govern- 
ment offices, gyms, res- 
taurants, bars, tourist at- 


tractions and more. And 
this tireless work has been 
done with the purpose to 
bring Coviv-19 cases down 
to zero and make Aruba 
the safest place on earth. 


Since the onset of the pan- 
demic the Volunteer Minis- 
ters of the Freewinds have 
worked tireless to carry out 
sanitization and prevention 
actions which included the 
distribution of some 100,000 
Stay Well booklets with 





hay Ae was 


vital information on pre- 
vention, seminars on how 
to execute these preven- 
tion measures and even 
training others on the use 
of Decon 7, the strongest 
agent in the market able 
of neutralizing 99.9999% of 
all viruses and bacteria, so 
they can keep their organi- 
zations, clients, employees, 
families and friends Covid- 
free. 

The Freewinds Volunteer 
Ministers can be seen 24/7, 
bringing their calming influ- 
ence fo all the areas they 
visit by assisting anyone 
who wants to remain well 
or wants to know how To 
keep their loved ones well 
and prepare for a better 
future for themselves and 
the whole island, as with- 
out Covid-19 the economy 


can have a real chance to 
fully recover into unprec- 
edented heights. 


One of the schools the vol- 
unteers recently fogged 
was St. Jan Kindergarten. 
After the desinfection was 
completed the Principal, 


sation. 





ORANJESTAD - Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ....... Send your picture 
with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubato- 
day.com and we will publish your vaca- 
tion memory. Isn't that a special way to 
keep your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give permis- 
sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materi- 
als, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compen- 


Ms. Ann Arends-Hassell, 
told the in charge of the 
volunteers: ‘| thank you 
guys so much. | see you 
everywhere and | think that 
by now you can check off 
a list of places done that 
covers all Aruba! You guys 
are helping so much and 


You are back and we would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy Island 


Last but not least: check out our web- 
site, Instagram and Facebook pagel! 
Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again.) 





going in so many different 


places!" 
To find out how you can 
orotect yourself, § your 


home, school or workplace 
visit the How to Stay Well 
Prevention Resource Cen- 
ter online at www.scientol- 
ogy.org/staywell.) 
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OPEC fo increase oil output as global economy recovers 


By DAVID McHUGH 

AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— The OPEC oil cartel and 
allied producing countries 
have confirmed plans to 
restore 2.1 million barrels 
per day of crude produc- 
tion, balancing fears that 
continuing COVID-19 out- 
breaks in some countries 
will sap demand against 
the rising need for energy 
in recovering economies 
around the globe. 

Energy ministers made the 
decision during an online 
meeting Tuesday. 

Saudi Energy Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman said 
recent market develop- 
ments proved that the de- 
cision to gradually increase 
production, originally 
made in April and recon- 
firmed Tuesday, was "the 
right decision." He said that 
there were still “clouds on 
the horizon" regarding the 
recovery and demand for 
energy. 

The cartel decided to stay 
the course decided aft ear- 
lier meetings to raise pro- 
duction by 2.1 million bar- 
rels per day from May to 
July. The group planned 
to add back 350,000 bar- 





In this May 20, 2021 photo, a fuel truck driver checks the gasoline tank level at a United Oil gas 
station in Sunset Blvd., in Los Angeles. 


rels per day in June and 
440,000 barrels per day 
in July. At the same time, 
Saudi Arabia is gradvu- 
ally adding back 1 million 
barrels in voluntary cuts It 
made above and beyond 
its group commitmert. 

The combined OPEC Plus 


format of members led 
by Saudi Arabia and non- 
members, chief among 
them Russia, faces con- 
cerns that renewed COV- 
ID-19 outbreaks in Countries 
such as India, a major oil 
consumer, will hurt global 
demand and weigh on 


Associated Press 


prices. Oil producing coun- 
tries made drastic cuts to 
support prices during the 
worst of the pandemic 
slowdown in 2020 and 
must now judge how much 
additional oil the market 
needs as producers slowly 
add more production. 


The economic recovery in 
the US, Europe and Asia is 
expected to increase ener- 
gy demand in the second 
half of the year as people 
travel more and use more 
fuel, whether it's gasoline or 
jet fuel. The U.S. driving sea- 
son began over Memorial 
Day weekend and increas- 
Ing numbers of Americans 
have been vaccinated, 
leaving people feeling fre- 
er to travel and take longer 
trios by car. 

On Tuesday the price 
of benchmark US crude 
rose 3.6% to $68.66. Brent 
crude, the European stan- 
dard, traded 2.7% higher at 
DF bel 7: 

An additional factor com- 
plicating market estimates 
is the possible return to the 
market of more Iranian oil, 
depending on the out- 
come of talks over Iran's 
nuclear program. Paul 
Sheldon, chief geopolitical 
risk analyst at S&P Global 
Platts, said he expects a 
framework nuclear deal will 
be reached before Iran's 
June 18 election, allowing 
lranian supply to rise by 
1.05 million barrels per day 
between May levels and 
December. L) 





OECD head says Biden's global 
tax proposal is a game changer 


By DAVID McHUGH 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— The new head of the 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment said Tuesday that he 
is “quietly optimistic" about 
reaching an_ international 
deal on taxing multina- 
tional companies, and he 
called U.S. President Biden's 
recent proposal a "game 
changer.” 

OECD  Secretary-General 
Mathias Cormann made 
the remarks at a news con- 
ference after taking over 
from Angel Gurria, who left 
office after leading the Par- 
is-based organization since 
2006. 

Cormann, asked about the 
prospects for a global taxa- 
tion deal, replied, "Clearly 
there are a lot of conver- 
sations still on the way. You 
know, you don't get too far 


ahead of yourself, but I'm 
quietly optimistic." 

More than 140 countries 
are taking part in talks con- 
vened by the OECD that 
focus on a global minimum 
for corporate taxation to 
deter big companies from 
shifting their profits to low- 
tax jurisdictions, and on 
taxing multinationals that 
earn substantial revenue in 
countries where they have 
no physical presence, such 
as internet retailing and 
digital advertising compa- 
nies. 

The talks had stalled over is- 
sues such as whether com- 
panies could choose to 
opt in fo any new system, 
Q proposal put forward by 
the United States under the 
administration of former 
President Donald Trump. 
Biden has proposed setting 
at least a 15% minimum 


global corporate tax that 
would put a floor under tax 
rates and end what Trea- 
sury Secretary Janet Yel- 
len has called a "race to 
the bottom" in which tax 
havens use low rates to af- 
tract revenue. The global 
rate, part of a tax proposal 
aimed at helping pay for 
Biden's infrastructure pro- 
gram, also would raise the 
U.S. corporate tax rate from 
21% to 28%. 

"| think the approaches tak- 
en by the Biden administra- 
tion in relation to this issue 
have been a game chang- 
er," Cormann said following 
a ministerial-level. meeting 
of the OECD Council. 

"| think that we are in a 
much better position than 
we were towards the end 
of last year,” he said. "I'm 
quietly optimistic that with 
the level of goodwill that 





New Secretary-General of the Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD) Mathias Cormann, of Aus- 
tralia, left, and outgoing secretary general Angel Gurria pose 
during the handover ceremony at the OECD headquarters in 
Paris, Tuesday, June, 1 2021. 


was demonstrated by all 
during the meeting today, 
if we continue to carry 
this forward, that there will 
have an opportunity for a 
sensible CONSENSUS.” 

The OECD, an international 
organization with 38 mem- 
ber countries, estimates 
that governments lose up 
to $240 billion a year to 


Associated Press 


companies that shift earn- 
ings among countries to 
lower their tax bills. 

Competition to cut cor- 
porate tax rates has been 
“undermining the United 
States' and other countries’ 
ability to raise the revenue 
needed to make critical 
investments," according to 
the U.S. Treasury.) 
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In this May 16, 2012, file photo, the Facebook logo is displayed on an iPad in Philadelphia. 


Missing the moment: 
Virtual reality's breakout still elusive 


NEW YORK (AP) — Virtual 
reality — computer gen- 
erated 3D environments 
that can range from star- 
tlingly realistic to abstract 
wonderlands — has been 
on the cusp of wide ac- 
ceptance for years without 
ever really taking off. 

The pandemic should have 
been VR's big moment, of- 
fering an escape for mil- 
lions of locked-in house- 
holds. Special headsets 
and gloves let people in- 
teract with a 360-degree, 
three-dimensional environ- 
ment, seemingly a good 
fit for people stuck indoors. 
But consumers preferred 
simpler and more accessi- 
ble tech like Zoom, Ninten- 
do's Switch and streaming 
services like Nefflix. 

It's the latest disappoint- 
ment in an industry famous 
for stop-start progress. 
Patrick Susmilch, 33, an ad- 
ministrative assistant in Los 
Angeles, figured it was time 
for a VR headset after the 
lockdown began. He has a 
PlayStation and a Nintendo 
Switch and was spending 
about an hour and a half 
a day gaming when he 
couldnt do outdoor hob- 
bies like rock climbing at 
the beginning of the pan- 
demic. He had tried an Oc- 
Ulus when It was still a Kick- 
starter project in 2013, and 
thought it would be ready 
for prime time in 2020. 

‘| was stuck at home here 
in L.A.," he said. "| thought 


now must be the time." 
Industry observers have 
thought the same thing for 
years. Facebook was so 
wowed by early demon- 
strations of the Oculus Rift 
back in 2012 that it bought 
the company for $2 billion. 
Rivals like the HTC Vive and 
Samsungs Gear launched 
in 2015. The Oculus Rift fi- 
nally went on sale in 2016. 
But consumers have balked 
at the hardware's expense: 
a headset costs several 
hundred dollars, the same 
price as video game con- 
soles that support hundreds 
of games. Early VR head- 
sets also lacked a game or 
service that would make 
them seem indispensable, 
like web browsers for con- 
sumer PCs or the mobile 
Internet for iPhones. Head- 
sets’ hefty weight, slow 
software, and tendency to 
sometimes cause nausea 
also kept VR from taking off. 
‘Its not easy to try to do a 
work out while you have a 
4-pound weight attached 
to your head," said Sus- 
milch. "And it doesn't feel 
good to sweat directly into 
a $400 dollar piece of elec- 
tronics you purchased." 
Facebook discontinued 
the Rift last month. Its lat- 
est devices have had 
more success. If launched 
the $300 Oculus Quest 2 in 
October, a cheaper and 
more sophisticated version 
of its original $400 wireless 
Oculus Quest. Facebook 


doesnt release sales fig- 
ures, but if says Quest 2 
sales have been better 
than expected, and has al- 
ready outsold all of its pre- 
decessors combined since 
its launch. 

The standalone headset 
doesnt need to be fteth- 
ered to a computer or 
gaming console, and _ is 
designed for gaming with 
dual hand controllers. 

In a call with analysts in 
April, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg said the Quest 
2, while still mainly used for 
games, is increasingly used 
for activities like fitness and 
virtual workplaces. 

| belleve that augmented 
and virtual reality are going 
to enable a deeper sense 
of presence and _ social 
connection than any exist- 
ing platform, and they're 
going to be an important 
part of how we'll interact 
with computers in the fu- 
ture," Zuckerberg said. "So 
we're going to keep invest- 
ing heavily in building out 
the best experiences here, 
and this accounts for a ma- 
jor part of our overall R&D 
budget growth." 

"Quest 2 serves as a neces- 
sary steo towards VR ma- 
turity,' said Gartner analyst 
Tuong Nguyen. ‘It's also an 
expected step in the sense 
that consumers and the 
market have been con- 
ditioned by smartohone 
trends to see very regular 
technology upgrades." _} 
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Divi Village Beach and Golf 
Divi Travel Club 

Studio Silver ( week 21 to 40 ) 
21 weeks remain 

Price :$3,5K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 23 Room # 3504 
1 BR WK # 24 Room # 3202 
13 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ $ 7K each or $13 K 
both 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR Week 21 Room # 2330 
Harbor / Ocean View 

Price :$3,5K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach Resort and 
Casino 

1 BR Week # 22 and 23 Room 
#112C 

Ground floor pool / ocean view 
Sunday check in 

Price : $ 5,5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 5 K 

1 BR Ocean Front$ 9 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 9 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $18 K 
Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $8 K 

2 BR Ocean Side $9K 
2 BR Ocean Front $14K 

3 BR Ocean View $13 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 

Golf course community gate 
3 Bedroom , 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully Furnished with Garge 
Golf and Ocean View 

Price : $ 450 ,000 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
House For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

Golf course community gate 
Fully furnished with pool 
Ocean view 

Price :$ 700,000 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

L.G. Smits Blvd 

11 Bedroom , 11 Bath 
With Pool and Ocean View 
Fully Furnished , Amazing 
House 

Call : 011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Levent 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath $585 K 
3 Bedroom 2 Bath $700 K 
Fully furnished 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oassis 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Fully Furnished 

Top Floor spectuclar view 
Price :$650 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Condo Sunset Residence 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $ 380 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 


Condo Cold Coast 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath $300 K 
3 Bedroom , 2 Bath $500 K 
Fully Furnished 

Call: 011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Alto Vista 

3 Bedroom 2 Bath 

With and appartment 

Ocean view and land 

Price $500 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214151 





mee Fime Share Resales + Realty 

: Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 

| For upto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 


| www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


For more info call:(297) 630-1307 


! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


= 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Third chapter of 'The Conjuring' franchise creaks 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
The universe of "The Con- 
juring" proves it may be 
reaching its spooky limits 
when a demon pops up 
in the latest film from, of all 
things, a waterbed. 

That such a_ well-worn 
punchline of ‘80s subur- 
ban life could be home to 
Satan's spawn might be 
played for camp in any 
other movie, but not here. 
This gentle franchise is alll 
about timeless scary stuff — 
swing sets that mysteriously 
move, battery toys that 
suddenly turn on and door- 
knobs that rattle. So the 
waterbed was perhaps a 
step too far. What's next¢ A 
demonic Frisbee? A bloody 
Rubik's Cube? 

It's a signal that while the 
franchise soldiers on uniron- 
ically, the films may fail to 
keep up with the real world, 
where the algebra of fear is 
harder now. Almost 600,000 
people in America have 
died from a murderous air- 
borne plague and Warner 
Brothers thinks if can terrify 
those of us who survived 
— now seated in theaters 
masked and socially dis- 
tanced and slightly para- 
noid — with a moist bed 
demon¢ 

‘The Conjuring: The Devil 


This image released by Warner Bros. Entertainment shows Vera Farmiga, left, and Patrick Wilson in 


a scene from "The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It." 


Made Me Do It" Is a fine in- 
stallment but in an increas- 
ingly creaky _ franchise, 
appropriate for films that 
adore the sound of rotting 
wood floors. If leans into old 
school horror without really 
advancing the conceit or 
upping the scare factor. Its 
rules are increasingly easy 
to predict. 

Patrick Wilson and Vera 
Farmiga are back as Ed 


and Lorraine Warren, a 
pair of married, devoutly 
Roman Catholic paranor- 
mal pros. The last film drew 
them "into one of their most 
diabolical cases." The new 
one leads fo "the most sin- 
ister discovery of their ca- 
reer.’ (Here's betting the 
fourth will be called the 
most "pernicious" or "bale- 
ful.") 

Based on a real-life murder 





Associated Press 


trial, the movie opens with 
an exorcism of an 8-year- 
old in southern New Eng- 
land in 1981 that catapults 
the demon inside the child 
into the body of a family 
friend, Arne Johnson, who 
then later kills his landlord. 
Charged with murder, 
Johnson claims demonic 
possession, one of the first 
known cases in which that 
defense Is used. 


David Leslie Johnson-Mc- 
Goldrick's screenplay — he 
also co-wrote "The Conjur- 
ing 2" — uses that real histo- 
ry and then opens it up to a 
wider mystery, which may 
include a missing teenager 
in another state. The War- 
rens must find out who is 
behind it and stop them. 
"A master Satanist is not 
an adversary taken lightly," 
they are warned. 

Director Michael Chaves 
has real skill with eeriness 
but we can also see the 
oatterns: Quiet scenes start 
ordinarily until an odd oc- 
currence happens — say, 
a cereal box shakes — then 
the music gets ominous 
and the camera gets shaky 
before the © split-second 
shocking addition of a dis- 
turbing figure. 

Fans of the franchise get 
some nice call-backs to 
Elvis and the demonic doll 
Anabel, while newcom- 
ers and veterans alike may 
never be able fo listen 
to Blondie's "Call Me" the 
same way again. 

The "Conjuring" universe, 
kicked off by creator 
James Wan, now includes 
three "Conjuring’ films and 
such movies as "Annabelle" 
and "Annabelle: Creation," 
“The Nun" and "Annabelle 
Comes Home."] 


Kelly Osbourne opens up about drug and alcohol addictions 





This image released by Red Table Talk shows TV personal- 
ity Kelly Osbourne, who will appear in an episode of the talk 
show series to discuss her battle with drug and alcohol addic- 
tion. The episode will be available on Wednesday, June 2 on 
Facebook Watch. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kelly 
Osbourne is Opening up 


Associated Press 


about her battles with 
drug and alcohol addic- 
tion, stopping by "Red 
Table Talk" to discuss get- 


ting hooked as a teen and 
relapsing after the pan- 
demic. 

The TV personality said she 
ended almost four years of 
sobriety in in April 2021 as 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
was waning, triggered 
Into drinking alcohol again 
after seeing a couple sip- 
ping champagne. 

‘| was alone, sitting by 
GQ pool and waiting for 
somebody to come have 
a meeting with me. And | 
saw this woman and her 
husband had a glass of 
champagne. It looked re- 
ally nice and | was like, ‘| 
can do that, too," she said 
on the Facebook Watch 
show. "And the next day, 
| had two glasses. And the 
day after that, it was bot- 
tles.” 


Osbourne's episode of 


"Red Table Talk" airs on 
Facebook Watch on 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. PDT/ 
noon EDT. 

Osbourne also fold the 
hosts Jada __— Pinkett 
Smith, her daughter, Wil- 
low Smith; and her mother, 
Adrienne — Banfield-Norris 
— about the origins of her 
addictions. 

Her first opiate-based drug 
addiction was with Vico- 
din which was prescribed 
to her after an operation 
to remove her tonsils when 
she was 13, sending her 
on a lifelong battle. "That 
was all | needed," she said 
sadly. 

Osbourne said the drug 
silenced her insecurities. 
'It felt like life gave me 
a hug." Pinkett Smith re- 
soonded wryly: "Vicodin 
will do that." Osbourne 


Shepard's 


added that Vicodin led 


to her misusing Percocet 
to eventually heroin "be- 


cause it was cheaper." 
Osbourne has discussed 
her drug and alcohol bat- 


tles before in several in- 
terviews, her 2017 memoir 


and on podcasts like Dax 
"Armchair  Ex- 
pert." 


She has said her drug use 


became the heaviest dur- 
ing her mother's cancer 
battle and after her father, 


"Crazy Train" singer Ozzy 


Osboume, almost died 
after an ATV accident in 


ZOOS: 
"Red Table Talk" 


has re- 
cently made headlines 


with its interview with Oliv- 


ia Jade Gianulli and when 
Pinkett Smith and her hus- 
band, Will Smith, discussed 


their marriage.) 
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Essential Quality is 2-1 morning line favorite for Belmont 


NEW YORK (AP) — Essential 
Quality was set Tuesday 
as a 2-1 favorite for the 
Belmont Stakes, which will 
be run Saturday without 
a horse from trainer Bob 
Baffert pending an investi- 
gation into Medina Spirit's 
failed drug test after win- 
ning the Kentucky Derby. 
Preakness winner Rom- 
bauer and Essential Qual- 
ity headline a field of eight 
horses for the third jewel 
of the Triple Crown. Baffert 
has no horses running at 
Belmont Park because the 
New York Racing Associa- 
tion suspended him in light 
of Medina Spirit's positive 
drug test for a corticoste- 
roid at the Derby. 

Essential Quality, who drew 
the No. 2 post position, 
went off as the Derby fa- 
vorite and finished fourth. 
Brad Coxs other Derby 
horse, Mandaloun, would 
be named the winner of 
that race if Medina Spirit is 
disqualified, but Cox opted 
to run only Essential Quality 
in the Belmont. 

"He's a valid favorite for 
sure,’ Hot Rod Charlie's 
trainer, Doug O'Neill, said of 
Essential Quality. "He didn't 
have the greatest of trips in 
the Derby and ran a dyna- 
mite fourth. You've got to 


em fs 
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Kentucky Derby entrant Essential Quality waits to work out at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky., in 
this Thursday, April 29, 2021, file photo. 


get through him. The win 
goes through him, for sure." 
Rombauer is the 3-1 sec- 
ond choice on the morning 
line. Jockey Flavien Prat left 
Rombauer despite winning 
the Preakness fo honor a 
commitment to ride Hot 
Rod Charlie, who is the 7-2 
third choice from the No. 4 


position. 
‘It's a lot of respect that 
they're giving Charlie," 


O'Neill said. 

Hall of Famer John 
Velazquez will ride Rom- 
bauer, who drew the third 
post position just outside 
Essential Quality and No. | 
Bourbonic, who is back af- 
ter skipping the Preakness. 

Bourbonic is 15-1, No. 5 
France Go de Ina is 30-1, 
No. 6 Known Agenda is 6-1, 
No. 7 Rock Your World ts 9-2 
and No. 8 Overtook 20-1. 


Associated Press 


| think the key to the race 
is how much pace with Es- 
sential Quality, Hot Rod 
Charlie and Rock Your 
World," said trainer Todd 
Pletcher, who has three of 
the eight horses in the race: 
Bourbonic, Known Agenda 
and Overtook. 

Pletcher's longtime — assis- 
tant, Michael McCarthy, 
won the Preakness with 
Rombauer in first Triple 


Crown race as a trainer. 
Pletcher joked, "The pres- 
sure's all on him," going into 
the Belmont. 

It might actually be on Cox 
given the lofty expecta- 
tions on Essential Quality. 
Retired jockey Jerry Bailey 
said that considering the 
rough trio Essential Quality 
got in the Derby, the gray 
colt was the best horse in 
the race. 


"He is just a grinder,” said 
Bailey, who is now an 
NBC Sports analyst. “He's 


builf perfectly for this kind 
of race. His running style 
is exactly the style that 
you want for the Belmont 
Stakes. He just keeps com- 
ing. That he definitely has in 
his favor." 

The 1 1/2-mile distance is 
the unknown. The Belmont 
is back to Its traditional "test 
of the champion" distance 
on the giant Belmont Park 
oval known as "Big Sandy" 
after the race was short- 
ened in 2020 because it led 
off the Triple Crown. 

"We're kind of in the same 
boat as everybody here,” 
France Go de Ina exercise 
rider Masaki Tanako said 
through interpreter Kate 
Hunter. "No one's run a mile 
and a half before, so we're 
all on the same page.'L) 


MLB .236 batting average though dh lowest since 1968 


By RONALD BLUM 

NEW YORK (AP) — The moa- 
jor league batting aver- 
age rose slightly in May, 
though it remained at its 
lowest level in 53 years. 
Hitters batted .239 in May, 
Up from .232 in April and 
the lowest average for 
May since .237 in 1972, the 
Elias Sports Bureau said 
Tuesday. 

The .236 average for the 
season through May 31 
is the lowest since .229 in 
1968 — the last season be- 
fore the pitcher's mound 
was lowered from 15 inch- 
es To 10. 

May's .315 on-base per- 
centage was up from .309 
in April but the lowest for 
May since .314 in 2015. The 
312 through May 31 ts the 
lowest since .309 in 1972. 
InN an era of dominance on 
home runs, slugging per- 


centage did not decline 
as much. The .397 percent- 
age in May was the lowest 
since .395 in 2014 and the 
393 percentage for the 
season through May 31 
was the lowest since .392 
in 2014. 

Strikeouts exceeded hits 
by 838 in May after top- 
ping them by 1,091 in April, 
Elias said. Strikeouts had 
never exceeded hits over 
a full calendar month be- 
fore May 2018. 

Strikeouts have averaged 
8.99 per team per game, 
on pace fo set a record 
for the 13th consecutive 
full season — up from 8.81 
two years ago and nearly 
double the 4.77 in 1979. 
Strikeouts already are 
1,929 ahead of hits, just 
three years after exceed- 
ing hits for the first time 
over a full season. 


Hits have averaged 7.78 
per feam per game, the 
seconad-lowest behind 
7.75 in 1908 during the 
dead-ball era. 

Seatile is hitting .205, on 
track to break the record 
low of .211 set by the 1910 
Chicago White Sox. 

There have been six no- 
hitters, by San Diego's Joe 
Musgrove (April 9), Car- 
los Rodon of the Chicago 
White Sox (April 9), Balti- 
more's John Means (May 
5), Cincinnati's Wade Mi- 
ley (May 7), Detroit's Soen- 
cer Turnbull (May 18) and 
the New York Yankees’ 
Corey Kluber (May 19). IN 
addition, Arizona's Madi- 
son Bumgarner had a sev- 
en-inning hitless game in a 
doubleheader on April 25 
that is not recognized as a 
no-hitter by Major league 
Baseball. 





Chicago White Sox's Nick Madrigal strikes out swinging in 
the seventh inning of the second baseball game of a dou- 
bleheader against the Cleveland Indians, Monday, May 31, 
2021, in Cleveland. 


One more no-hitter would 
Mn elkelal 7 70) lke le Oe 
and 2015 for the most 
since 1900, one shy of the 
record eight in 1884 — 
the first season overhand 


Associated Press 


pitching was allowed. 
Home runs have aver- 
aged 1.13 per team per 
game, down from 1.28 last 
year and the lowest since 
ZO Sse O el 
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Even more questions for Osaka when she returns 


By TIM DAHLBERG 

AP Sports Columnist 
Unfortunately for Naomi 
Osaka, the questions will 
keep coming. There's no- 
where to run and certainly 
no place to hide when 
youre a superstar traveling 
the world and playing on 
the biggest stages in tennis. 
Some of the questions may 
be repetitive. Some may 
even be a bit negative, 
though for the most part 
those in the tennis media 
tend to treat top players 
with kid gloves. 

Regardless, it's part of her 
job to answer them. That's 
not going to change, even 
with Osaka's withdrawal 
from the French Open after 
refusing to appear at the 
news conferences every 
other top player accepts 
as part of the job. 

Only now she'll have even 
more questions to answer. 
That's not entirely Osaka's 
fault, though she did her- 
self no favors by the clumsy 
way she handled her mini 
media revolt in Paris. She 
blew off her first post-match 
news conference, after de- 
claring earlier in a posting 
online that she didn't want 
to hear the same questions 
over and over and say- 
ing that reporters tend to 
kick players while they are 
down. 

In other words, she didn't 
want to answer questions 
about why she didn't play 
better on clay. 

Osaka rebounded a bit in 
a second statement an- 
nouncing her withdrawal, 
and that's where it gets 


ta 





Naomi Osaka, of Japan, reacts during her match against Maria Sakkari, of Greece, in the quar- 
terfinals of the Miami Open tennis tournament in Miami Gardens, Fla., in this Wednesday, March 


31, 2021, file photo. 


tricky. She revealed she 
had suffered long periods 
of depression after win- 
ning the U.S. Open in 2018 
and that she suffers great 
anxiety when faced with 
having to answer questions 
from journalists at news 
conferences. 

We all can — and should — 
be sympathetic to that. De- 
pression and anxiety can 
be devastating and debili- 
tating, as anyone who has 
suffered from them or dealt 
with a family member who 
has them knows so well. 
Nobody should begrudge 
Osaka's decision to with- 
draw from a major cham- 
pionship because — she's 


having trouble coping with 
those issues. Indeed, we 
should all support her ef- 
forts to improve her mental 
health while dealing with 
everything else that comes 
with being a global star at 
the tender age of 23. 

But let's make this clear: 
This isn't a media problem. 
It isn't a news conference 
oroblem. 

Frankly, until Osaka said she 
would not show up for her 
news conference and then 
blew off tournament orga- 
nizers who wondered why, 
no one even knew there 
was a problem. 

There's nothing inherently 
wrong with a system that 
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requires athletes who are 
paid millions of dollars to 
perform to be asked about 
their play afterward. There's 
also nothing wrong with 
reporters asking an Occa- 
sional question that may 
not fit the positive narrative 
Osaka wants when writing 
about the newest star in 
tennis. 

It's part of the reason why 
tournaments like the French 
Open sell out expensive 
seats every year. It's a lot 
of the reason Forbes said 
Osaka made $37 million in 
2019, most of if in endorse- 
ments from companies that 
expect Osaka to generate 
lots of press for their prod- 
ucts. 

Her compelling story of win- 
ning back-to-back major 
championships beginning 
at the age of 20 combined 
with her Japanese-Haitian 
heritage made her a star. 
But, as the stars who came 
before her understood 
well, part of the deal every 


player accepts is that they 
answer a few post-match 
questions at tournaments, 
win or lose. 

| understand her," Rafael 
Nadal said. "(But) without 
the press, without the peo- 
ple who normally is. trav- 
eling who are writing the 
news and achievements 
that we are having around 
the world probably we will 
not be the athletes that we 
are today." 

Just why Osaka picked 
the opening of the French 
Open to make her ill-ad- 
vised stand isn't quite clear. 
She may not have want- 
ed to be asked about her 
struggles on clay, but the 
question is a legitimate one 
she easily could have given 
Qa noncommittal answer to 
and moved on. 

She picked a media boy- 
cott instead, then followed 
it with a withdrawal when it 
became obvious her posi- 
tion was untenable among 
both tournament officials 
and her fellow players. 
Frankly, the people around 
Osakashould have stepped 
in long before it got this far. 
They should have let her 
know that if she was willing 
to answer questions about 
her new Nike apparel line 
she should have been able 
to figure out a way fo an- 
swer questions about her 
tennis. 

Instead, she painted her- 
self into a corner, then was 
forced to walk away. No 
one was a winner, includ- 
iNg a major championship 
that badly needed her 
star power on the women's 
side. Hopefully, the time off 
serves Osaka well. Assum- 
ing her issues are as deep 
as she says — and there's 
no reason to assume oth- 
erwise — a long break may 
be just what she needs. 
Just understand that there 
willbe even more questions 
when she returns.LJ 


